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NOTES FROM LENDONWOOD 
 

Hello, Friends of Lendonwood! 
 

Looks like summer has finally arrived.  After one of the rainiest springs in recorded history, 
northeastern Oklahoma is beginning to dry out.  Things could have been worse, of course, as 
shown by the deadly flash flood in central Texas.  Our hearts are with the families of all the 
victims of this incredible natural disaster.  Here, we find that Grand Lake is slowly inching 
downward toward a normal elevation – and the thermometer is moving upward.  At this time 
of year, things at Lendonwood move into a new phase:  summertime blooms (daylilies, 
coreopsis, lantana, zinnias, to name a few) and EARLY early-morning weeding sessions.  Weeds 
are hardly deterred by hot weather, as our volunteers can attest.  Speaking of volunteers, we 
would love to add some more – in a variety of areas.  Other needs include a desperate call for 
mulch!  We’re pleased to start making headway on a project to renovate the daylily bed, after 
the blooms fade, of course.  More on all this below. 
 
 
SUMMERTIME – AND THE LIVIN’ IS…COLORFUL:  Quick, before they’re gone!  Come 
see the daylily blooms, which are putting on a powerful show this year.  You’ll find them in 
yellow, mauve, salmon, pink, red, orange, purple and more.  There are gorgeous double blooms 
and magnificent single blooms.  All summer, you’ll be welcomed at the front gate with brilliant 
coreopsis and thriving lantana – both butterfly favorites.  Further into the garden are large 
stands of hardy phlox and bee balm.  Come check it out!  (It’s always cooler in the garden than 
outside.) 
 

 
 



A beautiful stand of bee balm (Monarda) tempts butterflies and hummingbirds in the 
Hummingbird Garden. 

 
 

 
 

Coreopsis blooms greet visitors at the front of the Welcome Center. 
 

 

 
 

Daylilies light up the garden in July, featuring many different colors and forms. 



 
 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS:  We can only nurture these beautiful plants, shrubs and trees – 
and Lendonwood itself – with the help of volunteers.  WE NEED YOU!  If you like to garden, 
please consider helping us maintain this lovely space for everyone to enjoy.  You could join us 
on Wednesday or Saturday morning (earlier as it gets warmer) to tackle specific tasks and areas 
of the garden.  Contact Ela Johnson at elaxjohnson@gmail.com or 816-749-8493 for 
information.  If you’re interested in greeting and helping visitors at the Welcome Center, 
there’s room for you on the schedule (even if it’s just a few hours a month).  Training and 
support will be provided, of course.  Contact Shirley Daggett at sjdaggett@gmail.com or 918-
397-0529 to learn more.  And then, there are the special events:  we always need help for 
specific events.  Think Fairy Festival, Summer and Fall Workdays, Garden Party, and others.  
See, you ARE needed! 
 

 

 
 
Rain?  What rain?  These volunteers are dedicated!  Ela Johnson, left, and Jamie Clowers didn’t 

let a little wet stuff deter them from working in the garden. 
 
 
MULCH HELP NEEDED:  Mulch is the secret ingredient for many a garden’s success – and 
Lendonwood is no exception.  We use it to slow down the weeds and nurture the plants as it 
composts.  Right now, the garden is completely out of mulch and has no readily available 
sources, at least at the price we can afford (free or nearly free!).  We’re not talking about a few 
bags – we’re talking trailer-loads!  In fact, we could use a MOUNTAIN of the stuff.  So, if you 
know of tree-trimmers who shred their debris or power companies who do the same, please 



put in a good word for donating this precious resource to Lendonwood.  Contact me at 918-
261-1539, if you have a suggestion.  We’d appreciate it!  
 

 

 
 

Please help us locate a source for mulch, hopefully free or nearly free!  It’s essential for 
Lendonwood’s plants and weed control. 

 
 
DAYLILY BED RENEWAL:  Last year, when former Lendonwood president Jim Corbridge 
celebrated a milestone birthday, his children donated funds in his honor to breathe new life 
into a large daylily bed in the garden.  Not only were the plants getting too compacted, it was 
difficult for visitors to read labels or to enjoy blooms in the center of the bed.  Enter board 
member Ela Johnson.  She envisioned a more accessible flower bed, with a bisecting pathway 
and clearly labelled plants, accented by some sort of art feature.  The “art feature” turns out to 
be a grouping of three self-contained water fountains in varying sizes, adding both year-round 
interest and the sound of flowing water.  Recently, while the daylilies were still blooming 
(important timing for identification), Ela separated the plants with twine and added labels 
where possible (with my limited assistance).  Plans are to add some different plants to provide 
contrast and interest, even when the daylilies are not blooming.  Stay tuned! 
 

 



 
 

The daylily bed features a wide range of colors, just as other flowers are fading. 
 
 
NOT TOO EARLY TO PLAN FAIRY FESTIVAL 2026:  Hardly had the face-paint faded from 
little faces this June before planning began for next year’s Fairy Festival.  We reviewed, 
debriefed, and assessed.  Hard to argue with success, but we noted several areas for 
improvement and others to remain the same.  Most importantly, we are delighted to announce 
that the 2026 festival will be coordinated by Grove volunteer extraordinaire, Mary Richardson.  
Following on a tremendously successful 2025 festival led by Chris Lietzke, Mary has a hard act 
to follow, but is up to the task.  You may know her from her founding of the Grove Rotary Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library – yes, THAT Mary!  She is supremely organized, wonderful to work 
with, and passionate about the Fairy Festival.  As always, lots of volunteers will be needed to 
make our third festival a success.  Please let us know if you are interested in getting involved.  
It’s lots of fun! 
 
 



 
 

Grove High School cheerleaders taught little ones the art of fairy dancing. 
 
 
 
TODAY’S GARDENING TIPS:   
 
July is a good month for annuals, especially those that love hot weather.  Nights 
are warm, days are long and sunny, and temperatures are high.  Hopefully, you’ve 
already planted such annuals as coleus, begonias, impatiens, marigold, petunias, 
salvia, zinnias, and torenia.  (Torenias are like tiny orchids, and they love the sun.)  
Because annuals are fast-growing and produce lots of flowers, they may need to 
be fertilized more than most other plants in the garden.  It’s also important to 
keep deadheading (removing spent flowers) from annuals to help them continue 
blooming abundantly. 
 
That’s all for now, folks!  See you in the garden! 
 
Pauline Hale, President 
Lendonwood Gardens 


