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NOTES FROM LENDONWOOD

Hello, Friends of Lendonwood!

The garden is starting to wane as the temperatures angle downward, but there are still
moments of color and activity. We’ve had beautiful days for such events as Fall Workday
(postponed from a cold, rainy day originally scheduled) and a celebration of Azalea Garden
improvements. Some of us are thinking about “winter projects” —you know, those jobs that can
be done in the cozy comfort of our homes (creating plant labels or making garden plans come to
mind). In any event, the winter season is essential for the future of gardening. It’s a time to
take a moment to rest, reflect and plan. Spring will be here before we know it!

PUTTING THE GARDEN TO BED: When the forecast calls for 95% chance of rain the week
before your scheduled workday, you hold your breath and stare it down. On the afternoon
before Lendonwood’s scheduled Fall Workday, forecasts still showed 95% chance. | blinked. We
sent out the word: no workday on October 28; postponed to November 4. That’s always a risk,
because volunteers’ schedules are tight. Nevertheless, we had nearly 70 people appear at the
rescheduled workday, which turned out to be a beautiful day. There were Grove Rotarians,
Scouts, board members, community members and more to help us get ready for winter. Thanks

to everyone who helped out!
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Rotarian Judy McHenry spent the morning staining the wood surround of our street sign. Judy
has a vested interest, since she designed the sign itself!

Lendonwood Board members Ela Johnson, left, and Michele Norwood cleared debris from the
Children’s Garden, prepping it for next spring’s Earth Day.

Loyal volunteers Sharon and Tim Dittmer put some “sweat equity” into Fall Workday! They
show up for every workday and work hard for the garden. Thank you both!



For some volunteers, ANY day can be a workday at Lendonwood! Terry Weppler showed up not
only on Fall Workday, but the Monday after to repaint the parking lot stripes.

More came later, but here are many of the dedicated volunteers at the 2023 Fall Workday!
They’re the best!

CELEBRATE AZALEAS: On October 12, we were delighted to celebrate the rejuvenation of the
Azalea Garden. More than 300 new azaleas were planted to renew the old Azalea Garden,



thanks to the volunteers’ hard work and a grant from the City of Grove’s Tourism and
Convention Board. We observed the landmark event by inviting volunteers and City of Grove
representatives to join us in celebration.

Board member Ela Johnson, right, describes the efforts to rejuvenate Lendonwood’s Azalea
Garden. Once a highlight of the garden, the azaleas had begun to “age out,” and Ela (along with
volunteers Chris Lietzke, John Lowry and others) decided it was time to renew this special place.

Of course, all plants are affected by the weather, but we look forward to a wonderful display in
coming years.

WONDERFUL SURPRISE: Lendonwood was invited to have a table for distributing brochures
at the Boats, Beats & BBQ event produced by MidAmerica Outdoors in September . We heard
something about receiving some of the proceeds from the event, but had no idea what to
expect. We participated and passed out information about the garden, listened to live music
and watched boat races. Just recently, we received a check for more than $4,200 from
MidAmerica Outdoors. Thanks to our volunteers who helped staff our table: Jim and Cindy
Reynolds, Ela Johnson, Chris Lietzke, and Jim Corbridge.



It’s always nice to receive an unexpected check in the mail. Board treasurer Margie Murphy,
right, was happy to present the proceeds of $4,203 for our participation in the MidAmerica
Outdoors Boats, Beats & BBQ event.

TODAY’S GARDENING TIPS:

While it’s still rather warm, you may want to cut your perennials back to just above the ground
and apply mulch around the base of the plants. This will help protect the roots and suppress
weeds. November also is a good time to plant tulip bulbs. Avoid any that show signs of decay
or damage, and plant three times to the depth of the bulb. You may also want to plant some
winter pansies, which you can find at most garden nurseries. This also is a good time to clean
and sharpen your garden tools, and to ensure your lawn mowers are cleaned, checked, and
drained of fuel.

That’s all for now, folks! See you in the garden!

Pauline Hale, President
Lendonwood Gardens



